









































OSTEEN UWIVERSITY REVIEW 5 (Sam) Not bad, not bad. The wreviews were
. vell done, I sese you were one of
—(Brian)— : ' lucky cnes who got two pp29/30 in

HilL, At least you didn't get the
dreaded blank page, aos did Skel's rother. Really enjoyed "On The Road To
NF3", but a word of warning -- don't read it on a tianchester bus., The other
passengers secn to resent the fact that you aren't in as miserable o mood
as they are, Poor tired hard-Gorne-dy commcers! If looks could kill,..!Y
Here's where I show ny abysmal izgerance and admit that I don't know these
people that you mentiong A.%hite, D.Cohen and A.Lcwry, Live in whis area
they might, but they Con't moke their prosence known,

. SPECULUL_ 7 (Tom) A1Y I can really say of this is FHIJ™ I know you
have boen in OMPA a year,longer than we have, bub.
@@eSkel@2@ wnat else can one suy after you introduce yourself?’

Just one noment though... & LIEED 'IS 1', What does
_that make me? On sceond thoughis, maybe you hadn‘t bevter answer that. ...

PSYWAR 5 (Keith) I storhed to read 'Signs Before Death! with a certain
' arount of anticipation, and gave up around line 8,
~{Brian)- "Fate ic not so kind (2) as to gront pre-inowledge

of death...! or summat like that, By using the vord
Meind® is the writer saying that he actually wonts to know just when he's
going to expire? This is, of course, 211l right if he has the courage %o
calily cross off the days on a calendar, a la condermed prisoner. ‘Bight
years, three months and fourteen days to 20" may he okay for him, but I
prefer to remain in blissful ignorance of such things, BRegret fox ones
death can only ever precede the event., Irs long as I have no warning, I
don't give a single damn vhen I go, for the simple reacon that I'll be oh
so uncaring about it afterwvards.
' Fifty seven questions to sort cut a person-
ality is surely not =nouch by & long way. Some of the questiors are just
too nebulous for words, Jiy Mo, 35 for stavters. Do you mean attacks of
frembling etc. during illness, norrel health, fear, sex? Or are you sugg-
esting that such attacks mean the sarie whatever the immediate cause? I
feel that certein questions, “nc, can oniy have one answer. Nos. 12, 13,
18 (particularly No. 18), 42. 4%, 4> and 54 are the ones I'm thinking of,
Anyone who gives a definite =77 to these is tempting me to call hin/her a
1iar, HNow that I've got that ol ne chest, I ought o say that the idea
of the gquestiomnaire was a good ore, though I didn't like the way in which
it was done., TFor the record (it'll save me sending the darn thing back to
you) you can classify me as either a schizothyme, or an ectomorph rated at
3:3:5. Okay?

CAPTATN KANGARQQ'S FLYING CIRCUS 1 (bave) Another busincss nissive,
: _ How coine Australian zines
@a@Skel@e@ tend to be rather flimsy,

. with just one staple...in
the top left-hand corner? I presume it will oxplain inside that it will
be thicker next time, when finances/time/etc will doubtless have improved.
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Most of these zines seem to do this, being ashamed of themselves. If you num-
bered your pages I would have seen instantly that this was a six page zine ,
with pages 3 and 4 unaccountably missing. (Come to that, I suppose it could be
a 40 page zine with pages 3 through 38 missing). ILet's face it, 'page 3! cer-
tainly doesn't follow from 'page 2'.

GAIBIT 1 (Lisa) One of the trouble with stories about time travel is
_ that alnost every author has his own ideas about the
~(Brian)- paradoxes invdlved; so much so hat the reader can

easily become confused, You mention Heinlein's "By
His Bootstraps" as being confusing., I agree withthat., But what about his
"A11 You Zombies..."? That is what I call really confusing, though in rctro-
spect it's one of the most beautifully worked out pieces cbout time travel I
over read, "By His Bootstraps" was little by comparison — a merc bit of fool-
ery that went nowhere, Phil's report of the Novacon was fine, I wonder if
he's still using that same car in which I once got o 1ift? I thought it had
been written-off on the way back
from Worcester. "A Visit" was..
.sosaiiusing, I don't think there
is nuch more that could be said
about it. Don't remind mc of that
tine spent creating GAIBIT - you
can blame the typos on the ale.
I'nm looking forward to sceing
Tom's story in the nextish - sone
bits stuck in ny mind, -I confess
I know nothing at all about House-
man's poetry, but I loved that one
you printed. Here is a second
poet with whom I feel a flefinite
rapport, Yeats being the other onc.
Any more where that onc came from?

MESCIFIC 31 (Fred) €@@Skecleee

An odd beastic this one, Like
, walking into a party where cvery-
N TR L o body alrcady knows cherybody else;
'--/Vﬂ/a(s?:,v'sf/’é;cr'g.’1‘,/‘;&;43\,3';;7":,.;: ’ﬂnf SBEAT Yol cxcept you. I get a definite
R A ARG feel of being left out, or being
come late to the feast., I supposec
it's understandable really, as this
is exactly the case, but usually I
can pick up a zine I haven't scéen
before and feel atleast partly at home. Do you have to put the whole zine together
on paper first, or do gou run off half a shect at a time? AMES illos were exccll-
ent, cspecially the one on page 21, but the others were, while acceptable, rather
nothing-~y.
I an a bit narked at 'The Chopping Block'!. The Star Trek part is very
similar (but better I think) to/than a picce done by John Alan Gl for a future
ZI!RI, Snag is I illustreted that one (beautifully, I assurc yougn%ut it will




now probably not see print as ILisa (Hi there) will have seen it in Mescific,
I hote wasting illo's, It was probably just such a cruel intransigency of
fate which really caused Van Gogh to cleave off an ear, Hma, now if I
could find another 34 people prepared to lop off an ecar I could send it out
with the mailing. -Ignore ne, Fred, I an after 2ll sonewhat less than a
half -'Wit . ¢

YSELT & (Carey)  For a noment there I thought Ethel had taken to a
R bike,  Oh the disappointment., DMr. Lindsay mckes a
~(Brian)- good case for either not attempting a trip like that,

: or raking dani sure of every piece of equipment on
'the nhchlne before setting out, I recall a tv prograrme in which was nen-
tioned the case of a chappie who set out for a 90~odd mile drive in the out-
back, thinking that it wasn't far, and so took no food or water. The fact
that there was absolutely nothing between points A and B bothered him not

at alle. Maybe his sun=bleached skeleton and wrecked car would hove other.
ideas. Anyway, an interesting story - I toke ny hat off to hin,

MOTH 8 (David) I really dread to think what Paul would say about it,
Me? Er..ees..e.shall we settle for......speechless?
~{Brian)~ Where's ne ale?
UL 37 (Norn) i conplete pqge, yet, Gee wizz. IMhny thanks, though,
- for the kind words on HELL 1, Dave Seale was of the
~(Brian)- opinion that nobody loved him,

THE GERBISH CHRISTHMIS COiBO 1971  (Gerb) (Vho else!) What on earth hove

e you done to offend
@3aSke1@2@ o ’ kench? I make this

10 pages of 44, which

kench makes equivalent to 6 quarto pages ?? No doubt our overworked AE has
dropped one this tinme, sbout timé too, I was beginning to think he wasn't
huian, Freudian snails 2 Jeezuzkryst no ‘4 That’s go:.nb too far, s a
special favour I shalln't weite to you. This will ‘sut. down,on Jour ‘unwanted
mail, despite being such.a, huge sacrifice on ny behalf.? In passingeeses 1
seen to find Gerbefforts difficult. to read, whilst .atthé same time, liking
then considerably., Badly set out, perhqps.... A pale grey-asterisk isn't
really enough tq break up the long AL page into individual reviews...and
you an 1nforn1tlon scientist at that. Black polluted eanal ¥ “Dn.a recent
trip to Londlnium e passed over-a bright orange. rlver...and I thouuht the
Goyt was fllthy... Beneriber seging thé. canal. in Lanchester a“hright pea-
green? Ialmpbt expected it tg bubgle and slobber when I looked: over the
edge at 1t You seeni’to eany ‘allthe- trovelling you dosesnot né though
Said trip: “to the bi ity ‘wvas ny only train trip in & year, but I finished
up with a.pronphy migfaine and a determination to avoid such trips in the
futute, Personally I‘ll be well pleased when sosieonc invents the natter
transnltter. Nice to see a zine-siged zine,

o~
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easoless  (((Brian)))

—GR-i‘-Y—-;&"AK- .6 Hawks Road, Kingétop upbntf.['hé.mes, .Surr"ey, 1KT BEG. .

. L Regarding HELL 3s I ewait HELL 4 T much:Pprefer your even -
rumbered issuese Technically HELL 3 is'a good improvement, though there is.
still some difficulty in reading’ some-pagese. More ink, perhaps? Layoub is
Pleasant if.uninspired. AS for the subject matter - I liked your letter
column (though my previous comment still applies) and mailing comments. '

\“ :f;,'- [

@@ggxcerpt from Gray's LoC in HELL 3; just in case
dnybody- (tut, tutl) didn't read samee.. "Incident-
ally you Should.n'fb int erupt letterSesesecesoes "m

To the T4 saga: . Way should I have included T4's writings in 752 Everyonef i l.i”
in QPA had recsived T4 anyway = copies without the  malling commentge T5: .-
included the part of T4 that OMPA members hadn't already receivede Else- 1t -
Where, you are moaning about the absence of mailing comments ~ here you. it w.de S
criticise me for including them! Meke up your mind. It's not as if I do

mailing comments very often - T L

' @ert's not as if you do ZINES very ‘0fteNesssse@ER .-
it seems unfair to deprive the membership of their -0goboo. one:of the few
times that I.dide Elecsceso this is really talking to Skely isn't it? Never
mind, © T have no doubt that he!ll road it, . I suppose that I should send the
guy a letter, but I find it difficult enough to write letters to people I
find pleasent and intoresting; let alonc him and Pote Oolleys The rcason I
got steamed up about HELL 1 was that it was a bad : fanzine, ‘and there are far
too marly of them in British fandom. The particular reason that allowed me to
lot rip 4t HELL 1 in particular is probably summed ‘up: in the last sentence in
Section two: T must admit-that my conscience is rather sénsitive about the
famzines T receive end dontt T,oCe = And it seoms unfalr to lace into a fanzinc
= no matter how bad - that docsntt attack me personallye

The attack on Joe is unfair - I could just as easily ;attack you
for providing a zine to pub Skelts moiling comments in.  So far therc have
boon thico issucs of BINARY (Sccond time around) - I had mailing comments in
e of theme At tho same time ‘I've put out a TRANSPLANT and two- CYNIC'S.
(Therc is another CYNIC on stencil, and it would have ‘been out .long ago bub
ny duper bust.) I don't bother putting out a zine wvery often? -What's the
mmber of this HELL? 24? I don't think that I'm a nasty ! orrible porson

eithor -

o L
v DT
-
-



@agThore you go Gray; wrong again..ﬁ...u'..@@@

though I adnit to a nean stroak if Ttn rilede The running foud in HELL 3ts
Pages was fun - but that crack about Joo wag just plain nasty. I don't think
gkcl's a half-wit = I did, but my opinion has droppcd by 0e5e

To answer Poter Limnett (WhO appcars to have read cightecon thou-
sand SF storics at least) I haven't yeot rcad my first story about translating -
machincs, lot alone ny thousandth. I may 'have rcad my thousandth story includ-
ing trenslating machines ~ quitc likely, though I'd hate to prove it by count-
Ing thome That, however, is quite a differcnt mattor. (18,000 storics at
half an hour each, half th¢ day for rcading, is over two ycars solid reading
of nothing but SF '~ not countihg novels, becausc that would take much longore
No wondor hets fod up with SF - he must have been doing nothing clse with his
sparc time cinee he learned to recade) Bub, soriously, if my thousandth story
about (say) tolopathy burncd out to be as original and outstaniing as.®AND ,
CHACS DIED!; or about (say) Bug-Eycd Monsters as was 'THE DANCE. OF THE CHANGER
AND THREE!, -or (say) spacéwarp/mufations as was 'THE STARPIT' - thon I'd think
it worthwhilcs ' ’ B

You cen't ‘improve SF by rcmoving all that mokos it SF¢
Is Potor Linnott a psculonym for Skol? Or Pete Colley? (No, I
apologisc for thats I'we no roasom to assune Pete Colley is always pca~brainced
just becausc heotls a fugg-hotd ). Apart from saying that, in riy universe, Con-
tauri and worry dont't rhyme, that is all, - I think that you could produce &
bottor fonzine by yoursclf, thoughs, - : .
@@@0.X. I goofcd, T necglocted to go.back to the source
and check on why you only included T4's mailing commentse
. This is ne-way altors uy contention-that the tbalance! of
the zine vas all wrongs I 1il not say that there was too
much mailing comncht, but too high a percentage of mailing
coment, a totally different mattcre That should have
been obvious from ny remark about including other materiales -
I'n rather confuscd as to why you should be attacking Pete
colley in a Log on HELL 3. ¢ould it bc that you really
- are the crecp I. take you for? Your arrogance-doosn't -
tond t0 make you morc likeable cither.. You take for grane
‘tod the fact that your opinion is a judgenment of gbgolute ..
v.luc insteald of conceding the possibility of thewexiste
‘ence of othor, oqually valid,; opinicns which may be diem = .
netrically opposod to your owmn,: In othor words, gone..
. beople, without having their arms twisted, adnitted to
" liking HELL l. You called Pete Colley a fugg-hoad, -and
~ then oxhibit all the syriptoms of fugg-hcadodness yours © -
y o .. 8clf in cxplaining why ‘you folt freg to.lacc into HELL
" 7 s, The fact that a zine docsn'tiattack you, in no way
| in¢reascs it's intrinsic merits If it .isva érudzine -
thon you should not slack. off just Becausd it &ayg.nice
things ebout Gray Bosk. - - : B SE
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. .
» Pleagc pass on to Joco my apologics: for uy fattack!
. on him, It was ncant to be an attack on you, but I’
“mow s¢ée how it coull have been misconstrucls My roe-
- nark about you not bethering $o put a zine togethor
" Yory often yad not ainel at the total nwibcy of your
zines, but about the frequoncy of them. What reolly
got up my nose was being roaked oven (beautifully,.
- thoeugh, beautifully) by a bluke who idn't cven have
' & zinc in tho mailing, Oh, I know the crclits sald
tJoc & Groy', but BINARY fist Joctse If'a not run-
ning a foul with yw, cither, it's just that I plain
aen't like you, or rather, I dislikc thosc aspocts of
you ixich arc ncst manifost in your lcalings with 1ice
Porhaps I just bring out the wcrst in people.: Christ
though, I wish GYNIC wasntt such a good zine, then I
coulld really zo to toim on yiue Smell ninlcd?  Cor—
tainly, but then I alsc zet steanel up on occasiom.eee

HekR RER

HHHt CHEW
336 3¢

JOHE PIGGOTT Jesus College, Carbridge, CB5 8BL.

e Tt's funny, isn't it? You two actually seen to like the crap
letters I write. A&nd it isn't only gou, either., Though I say it myself and
shouldn't, when I was at the Globe last zonth, no less a person that Gregory
Fred Pickersgill hinself told ne that he liked the letters I've written to
him in he past. Well, there's no accounting for taste, I suppose. So here
I an, continuing my valiant efforts to becoiie 1995's answer to Harry YWarner
and the first person to win HELL's Running-0f f-At~The-liouth Award twice run-
ning. R |
Skel, I don't know whether you're a fool, or merely o poor sod
who doesn't kesp back copies of his own zine, Allow ne to quote froi page 35
of HELL 2: M...and a couple of 'we also heard from' snippets...JOHN PIGGOTT
thought that GRIPE WATER was too long...the only part he seemed to like was
the review section..." Now maybe that isn't exnctly the VAHF column, but it
is certainly part of g WAHF col. Yet what do I find? In your nadness you
have denied that I was ever in the WAHF colunmn, while the nineographed evid—
ence is staring se full in the face in black-hearted letters this highl

((( I'm sure that Skel regrets causing you
all this trouble, John, But I have to
admit that it's all my fault., Y'sec, the _ :
secondary WAHF bit was just about the last S
thing run off in H-2, and in the rush to. ' :
get collated ete I negle ted to tell him
of it, and he obviously didn't see it when
looking through the fingl product. Er..youw
know that drink I'm buying you in Chester?
ke it two! )))
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‘So to CROSS-FIRE. Your lettercolumn is still terribly laid
out, Apart from pages 28 & 29 which don't look too bad, for reasons that
will become wpparent., For God's sake, it's too damn cramped by a mile!l
Haven't you heard of 1eav1ng llnes between paragraphs? You aren't that
hard up for room, surely? ' Leave 4 a line betwecn each paragraph in | the
letter; leave a whole line vetween the letter and your comments; leave
a line blank between the writer's name and his first paragraph; indent
the paragraphs of the letter as it is written. You may use up an extra
sheet of paper, but in tcrns of bettor layout and a nore profe881onal
look, it'll be’ ‘worth it.

((( I think you'll find thls nore to your
11111g, John, But pleasc do go on..g))

.....

For God's sake DO “THIS, Ihke it 100k decent, Got Skel to do * some
small illos to illustrate the various points raised by your correspon—
dents., &ton did something algng these lines for a recent SCOTTISHE,
And find a firn that will olectrOSuen01l then for you in tinme to put
then in the lettercol in the next issue,

Pages 28 & 29 arc better than the others because you've left
decent sized spaces between the letters - it breaks up the page; makes™
it less formidable to read. Your spacing of comments within.each letter
has given the appearance of breaking each letter into bits...i.c.. para-.
graphs,

((( Tt's all true. And I especially like the
~idea of the little illos for cach letter,
You may recall. that we did something rather
similar, though on a small scale, for the Sl
zine revicws in No.2., Of course, what will
happen is that the letter that most deserves
~an illo will arrive too late to do anything
" about. Re electro's, we've found a new
firn o do thenm ~ only time will tell- 1f
they're better than the last lot. ))) -

-

As to the actuml contonu of the letters, I flnd I have llttle
to say about them, since it scems I wrote half the column anyway. Left
is the Mearas! article which I thoroughly liked, and Bo—ak s letter., Take
confort, Brian and Paul! Boak liked LIMBO in your second ‘issue, which
neans that he doesn't have any critical ability whatsoever, and therefore
any comnents, adverse or otherwise, which he chooses to make about HELL
may be discarded....treated with the contempt they deserve. Inanities,
indeed! And in the vulnerable Boak's letter I see you have taken sore
of ny layout spiel to heart without being told. Robinson, Skelton, there
is hope for you yet. And as we welcome the end, j;et us meditate brief-
ly on the wondrous usé of teletype papers..

- 28 .



((( If you're puzzled by that last bit,
folks, let be explain that John's
letter was the first I ever received

_that had to be measured in inches
rather than pages. All 36 inches in
fact, Re Gray's letter, he did say
that we were improving, so perhaps
there's nore than nmere hope for us.)))

“((( Then eight days later carie another
1e'tter fI'Oﬂ JOhno esveee )) )

- What little praise I've heard for HELL fron other people (end very
iittle it is, tdog appearsin the nain to be pro-Brian and anti-Skel, I

- was down at the Globe a couple of days ago, and a nost entertaining HELL
destruction was had by ne, Gray and Greg Pickersgill. Greg in particular
seens really pissed off with you. Says that HELL 2 was 2 blatant pinch
from FOULER, Ho ho ho, - Meanwhile Boak had sone acid things to say about
people who drop into fandom and produce a zine after six weeks, and think
“they know it bloody all,

((( low this is roally
interesting. If Greg
thinks that HELL 2
was o pinch fron ye
FOULER, then I would
have, prefered that he
told us so himself,
Ho use in saying that ~
he'll review HELL in o
FOULER...,fron what I '
hear the next issue
nay appear in time for
ny hair to turn grey.
As for being a pinch,
he's talkinz out of
the botton of his beer
nug. -Gray, too, never s
said a thing to us on ' Wi
what you-here. report, . . y
“nd he's up the pole as B fs
well. Let hii: show ne

- where we said anything .

“about doing a zine after N ~
being in fandon only 6 ' £
weeks, JYet again, Gray 3
seens to he comnitting _ : 5&

the comrwn sin of not ' :
... .. properly reading what is g
set before hir, ))) '
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ARCHTIE MERCER 21 Trenethick Parc, Helston, Cormvalle.

_ It scems to me that HELL 3 represents something of a retreat from
tiic strong position taken up by HELL 2.. In other words, I was a wee bit disap-
pointed ab the contonts this time. "Isn't it a horrible cover', sail Beryl.
"Yesh, I agroeds Clever but horrible. In itself the cover is doubtless good

art - however, it puts one (this one, anyway ) in no mood to enjoy what follows,
More to the point perhaps, nor docs vhat follows on the whole! The two front-
editorials are all right -~ they say th:m\;s. "Dear Mre Pellington® is doubly une
expected = the general frame itself in a fanzine, and the punchline within the
frame - vhich is two counts in it's favour, I'm not quite sure whether or not I
like it, though, vhich probably means I couldn't carc less and is therefore a
count agalns‘c ite Roy Sharpe continues to make space flight sound unattractive.
I dontt dig his table cither - it appears, on the face of it, that "fecal outputh
accurs. twice on the rizht hgnd side of the equatlon. Either that, or there isn't
crougdh expixanatory matter attached to the table in question.

° | -@eeNope, one dcfinitely says "fecal water" and is .
) Just the water content of said "fecal output"eae

Malllnb fev:l.c\rs, not in this caae beln’" brilliant in themsclv 8 (not unbrilliant
cither perhaps, but .a:mplj strai; %‘bforwarc,) arc more or less irvelevant to a
1011{J--tltnc-non-me“1bcr of that (-mubtlos 8t111) oxcellent fratcrnity. MGripe
Yator® about Northorn Ireland is the best thing in the issue = it's not only
honest, but soode Poter Linnett sounds like a poor manfts Mooicéock of maybe five
vyears a0 anl the limericks are like limpericks. Letteors and Male Sharpe — prine
tlnu every letter in full is a hell (§) of a waste of time and papors The ideal
iz to be selective cnowh that whon you quote a correspondent on a iven topicy
you quote at sufficient length not to misreprosent ihat ho's saids Therctll al-
vays be the odd instance ifwen SOmooNne ez oresses dissatisfaction novcrtb_closs -
wut that can be sorted out in the following issuc with luck and ool wmenagement.
NSFIAWOL" could have been better titled, I thinks "Meora, 1y love, to thee,

So I must agrec with Grey Boak - you don't nake HELL 3 sounl .ab.all inviting
Botter luck with HELL 4, the rcturn of the nasscd l"lVC.("bOD.C‘abCu, and 80 Ohe

@@@Pers.onally I reckon Mike vwill be seetl::.n{; at
not thinking of that title himsclf. I reckon any
zine geote more 'fammisht! if plenty of illots are
availablcs No matter how huwaourous, pages of
nothing but. print alvays secm @ore SCrcones«@e@

O-O—O—O-—O-O—-O—O-O—O-O—O—O—O—O-O—-O-O—-O—O—O—-O-O—-O

ROGER WADDINGTON 4 Commecrcisl Strect, Norton, Malton, YORKSHIRE.(TURR.AH)

Is that mclange on thc, cover supposcd to represent the turmoil
sing on inside a Hell-rcalerts head? Those oyes, ospocially, :mch like the way
L,_u sirns 70 wp in a onc-aricd bandit..e.any conncction? Admit 1':1: novi, that lote
tor from tho swect little old laly (as an fnaloy scrial of yonks ago has it) was
a rip)off from IT or Frondz, wasn't it? I scom to rémember ponctl"_im; of the sort
ro one of their past issucsy or arc thore any similar old lalics ovut Manchester
way? Ml they say the rainy climatc lcads to a lot of profanityessecesscsesscee
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